NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
who had been meeting him frequently to tell him whether they
were satisfied that the conditions in Delhi were now .such as to"
warrant breaking the fast on his part.
Addressing next a few words to the Muslims especially, he
asked if there was any ground for the suspicion that the Muslims
did not regard India as their country. They lived in it in the
midst of the Hindus because they could not help it, but one day
they had to part company. He hoped that that suspicion was
baseless. Similarly, if there was a Hindu who regarded the
Muslims as yavanas or aswras incapable of realizing God, he was
guilty of the worst blasphemy, which could possibly have no
room in the covenant which they had signed.
He then referred to a book which a Muslim friend had lov-
ingly presented him at Patna. In that book the writer had pro-
pounded that according to the Quran, kafirs (i.e. Hindus) were
worse than poisonous reptiles and fit only to be exterminated.
Not only was there no sin in using every conceivable variety of
force or fraud to compass that end, it was meritorious in the
eyes of God. He was sure that no God-fearing Muslims could
subscribe to or even secretly sympathize with that creed. Some
dubbed Hindus as image worshippers, proceeded Gandhiji. But
it was not the stone image which they worshipped but the God
within, without Whom not a particle of matter existed. If a
devotee saw God in an image, it was not a thing for anyone to
eavil at. Granting that his belief was a delusion, it deluded
nobody but himself. It required magnanimity and breadth of
outlook to understand and appreciate the religious convictions
and practices of others. It was the same thing if they considered
the Quran or "the Growth Saheb as God.
Concluding, Gandhiji remarked that if they fully accepted
the implications of their pledge, they should release him from
Delhi so that he might be free to go to Pakistan. In his absence
they should welcome such refugees from Pakistan as might
;*want to return to their homes. The latter were none too happy
over there just as the Hindus in the Indian Dominion were none
too happy to lose large numbers of Muslim artisans and crafts-
t^qcu It was not easy to reproduce in a day traditional skill that
listd been acquired through generations. It was a loss on,both'
which nq sane people would like willingly to perpetuate.